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would throw him entirely into the hands of the
Catholic nobles, and would be a virtual declaration
of war against Elizabeth. He would have to pro-
claim himself a Catholic, and call in the French. It
was hoped that Philip, jealous though he had always
been of French interference, would not object to an
expedition warranted by the Jesuits and commanded
by Guise, who was more and more sinking into a tool
of Spain and Borne. A combined army of Scotch and
French would pour across the Border, It would be
joined by the English Catholics. Elizabeth would be
deposed, and Mary set on the throne.

It was a pretty scheme on paper, but certain to
break down in every stage of its execution. James
might chaffer with his mother; but, young as he
was, he knew well that she meant to overreach him.
He would be glad enough to get rid of Morton, but
he did not want to be a puppet in the hands of the
Marians. He did not like the Presbyterian preachers;
but the young pedant already valued himself on his
skill in confuting the apologists of Popery. He re-
sented Elizabeth's lectures; but he knew that his
succession to the English crown depended on her good
will, and he meant to keep on good terms with her.
No approval of the scheme could be obtained from
Philip, and if he did not peremptorily forbid the
expedition, it was because he di'd not believe it would
come off. If a French army had appeared in Scot-
land, it would have been treated as all foreigners
were in that country. And finally, if, per impossible,
the French and Scotch had entered England, they
would have been overwhelmed by such an unanimous